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Nissiru l:,zeliiel's Poetry: A
Iros rnrodertr Approach

Anrol J. Kutemate

Abstract: Nissim Ezekiel is considered to be the ,father 
of modemism

in Indian English poetry,. By challenging the romantic and m1-stical
tendencies of writing poe[y of tlie past poetic generations, he brought in
rhe themes and tecrrniques related with contemporary Indian scenario on
rhe poetic pratform' As a versatile poet, Ezekiel dealt with the themes
like rnodern urban life, hu,an relationships, po'erty, Iove, marria-se and
sex. He rvas well crafted in using the tectrniques of irony. parody. and
satire' As Ezekiel is known for setting the tend of modemism in IndianEnglish-poetry, his poetic works have been analysed from the modemistpoint of view. Br.rt in the present postmodern em, his poetry needs to be

ll]':To 
from the post-modern angle. This paper is an anempt to anall.se

li:lq,r' themes and techniques in the poetry of Nissim Ezekiet frorn
',rc poslmodern perspective.

(cy.words: 
Nissim Ezekiel, Themes and techniques in poetry, tndian

Lnglish poetry, Modernism, postmodernism

1qq

Intro<l uction

R.l,I']'":O of L:dian linglish poerry is nearll,rrvo hurrtlrctl\cus oltl.

inr^l'l'''l tt cotrltl bc dividccl int6 pre inrlepenrlcrtcc'rltxl po'rt-

nrllljto:"t period,'llrc earlier poetry till l{)00 rrscrl bc intitrtilc in
"ottlre' Major poets ol' tlris period, I.lctttl' De'iz'io, 

'lirrtr [)utt'
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Sooe Gods ltave shaPes'

Some shaPelesl' .

lr{ortals entangleo

In shaPeless 
shaPe'

Vhere

Some gods are hidden'

Some oPen"

Sonre oPenlY

tvlan is mortal,

I alwal's forget it,

B$ someone's mortalitY

rcminrls me ofthe etemal truth.

Youae atnighty,
I always forget it,
But a series of sorrows,
Reminds me of your power,

Gotls are discusscd so much,
Ilut follorvcd littlc;
Thcy nre read much,
Ilut undcrstood littlc;
They sound too much,

But listened littlc.

The world is all MaYajaal,

I alwaYs forget it,

But Your Presence,

Reminds me of the oPen skY'

hidden.

Gods

Catalyst

You are the catalYst'

I alwaYs forget it,

But the change in me'

Reminds the'unchanged' in Yott'
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